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Darwen Dashers Committee Meeting

Date: 10 February 2026 7.30pm

Attendees: Andy Howarth (Chairman), Sarah Marsden (President), Diane Dudgeon (Welfare Officer),
an Thomson (Treasurer), Rick Marsden (Road Captain), Gareth Davies (Fell Captain)

‘Apologies: Heather Turner (Secretary)
1. Current outstanding actions

- Allcomplete from fast meeting, exceptions added to AOB.
2. Agenda tems

- Arrangements for AGM - A has bookedfr Thursay 26" March 2026, Doors openat 8.00pm for
an 8.30pm start. A buffet will be available as provided by Darwen Cricket Club with vegan and
uten free aptons. Agenda for thi meeting wil e fnlsd at the March commitee meetngand
dstrbuted theretir by AH.

 Darwen Half Morathon — Crrent mumbers 75, e 59 tobreak ven, Planningand preparation
underway, thank youto sl who have volunteered t hlp. St hep required —contact committee
membersfavaiable. AH il pint some more fers fo promotin th race by the end of this week.

- Committee member updates - Nthing o report from Road an Fell Captain,nor Wefre Officer.
SN has sorted ot he Facebook pages

* The old members group s now the public Darwen Dashers group. Bradley is doing a fantastic job.
with the Instagram page, and updates on Facebook.

* The Beginners page wil be active unti th Beginners Graduaton sothose taing partcan sl see
messages and updates, the i will e closd. Beginners would then be welcome to jon ur public
group. 8 hasdiscussed withHl, R torepy to any emalsunanswered.

s reasurer updateshowed Cubfudsaesightly down o st month, mosty due to Daren Half
Marathon sperding. Enries ned t be pushed now: Medals ol for HMI 1o be sent t
wresurer by A by 15/3/26, Thereis  query with a e Rose XC invoic, A 0 speak o GGt
forclarfcatin,

A tharked the commite for their pdates.

- Member feedback - Member feedback will now be formally minuted going forward. A few items
have been brought to the committee’s atention

* Benidorm Half Marathon on Road Chamionship - A concern was raised regarding the inclusivity
of the Benidorm Half. Following extensive discussion, the committee reaffirmed that al club
championships are open to all members. Eligibilty requirements - such as holding valid membership
- are clearly stated i the championship rules. Any perceived exclusion relating to abilty, capacity,
or availabilty applies equally to all championship races.

 Grave Adoption ~ i asked about adopting agrave o hlp the Frends of Darwen Cemetery. The
committee have authorised a payment of £25 to go towards this. Anyone can volunteer t help out
a the cemetery, please contac im i you can help out.




image2.png
* Resurrection of newsletter — ‘The Dash’ could be back! A member suggested reinstating the club
newsletter. The committee agreed this is a positive initiative worth developing. Looking for ideas
and possible editors of this Dasher’s update, an electronic version. AH to explore next steps.

- Partner links - we are looking at partnering with Darwen CC, and the linking with Darwen
Cemetery and possibly Crown Paints, can promote our club and may have future benefits for all
involved. AH to progress.

- Website updates — Mark T has done a great job with the website, and with sorting the Gibson's.
with Martin to go on the website.

- Digital audit - The committee wil be doing an audit on the google accounts, and linked folders and
files. This will not affect members’ information, but will hopefully speed up dealing with any issues
relating to membership, etc.

- Darkun Race — New timer has arrived and will be passed onto to GD. Trophies ordered.
3.A0B

- BwD Refresh — If still not sorted, Ali to let committee know.

- Christmas Presentation — Wil be added to the AGM agenda.

- Inter-Club Championship — RM is in talks with 5 other clubs about a possible Inter-Club
Championship. Details to follow when available. First race would be 8" June.

- Club Secretary vacancy - Invitation for expressions of interest for vacant role of club secretary to be
sent out - AH to action ASAP.

Chair closed the meeting at 8.35pm.
Notes taken by DD.
Next committee meeting Tuesday 10* March 7.30pm.

AGM date Thursday 26" March




